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worth. It seems to me to be just one judgment
among others; and, like the others, it may be true
or false. However, I will not press that point But
what I should like to insist upon is, that the
doctrine which Bartlett seemed to hold------"

"I hold no doctrine," interrupted Bartlett; "I
merely expressed an opinion, which I am not likely
to change for all the philosophy in the world." And
with that he opened the Chronicle, and presently
becoming absorbed, paid for some time no further
attention to the course of our debate.

" Well," I continued, " the doctrine, whether Bart-
lett holds it or no, that the ultimately good thing is
the greatest happiness of the greatest number, cannot
be insisted upon as one which appeals at once to
everyone's consciousness as true, so that, in fact, since
its enunciation, the controversy about Good may be
regarded as closed. It will hardly be maintained, I
imagine, even by Parry, that the truth of the doctrine
is a direct and simple intuition, so that it has only
to be stated to be accepted ? "

" Certainly, not," Parry replied, " the contention of
the Utilitarians is that everyone who has the capacity
and will take the trouble to reflect will, in fact, arrive
at their conclusions."

"The conclusions being like other conclusions
about what is good, the result of a difficult process of
analysis, in which there are many possibilities of
error, and no more self-evident and simple than any
other judgment of the kind ? "

He agreed.

" And further, the general principle, tentative and
uncertain as it is, requiring itself to be perpetually